represented as being addicted to smoking. She is self-satisfied
and fairly attractive, being well aware of it. She is dissatisfied
with her job because she thinks that she is too clever for it as is
evidenced by her winning the London County Council Scholarship.
She is respectable and means to be so. She is a practical woman
who will not throw over a twenty-five years job for anything un-
certain. She has intense local pride, hates the Peckham people
and is proud that she is a Camberwell woman.
The Jew, who may be considered as a Positive Character, in as
much as, he cleverly handles Begonia, by making her show off,
is instrumental in providing us with the above information about
her. In her encounter with the Secretary, she is turned inside
out. The dialogue is replete with Shavian irony, the defeat of
the Alazon by the Eiron; the fool who simulates is defeated by
the wise man who dissimulates. Unsuspecting the irony of the
Secretary, Begonia strips herself. She is not interested in Germany's
withdrawal from the League: she wants to give the Bolishies the
bayonet. She has a blind loyalty to the Empire. She is furious
because the Union Jack is dishonoured in Earthly Paradise but
she does not mind the burning down of three convents and two
churches, because they belong to the Catholics. The culminating
point of the ironic contest is reached, when the Secretary, half
in wonder, half in despair, asks, " How did you become interested
in the League of Nations? How did you get this post of yours?"
Begonia gives the breath-taking reply that she was shoved into
the job to keep her off Benjy, the nephew of Sir Orpheus, The
Secretary delivers his verdict on her, " A domestic paragon; a
political idiot."1 She, however, meets with the complete approval
of Sir Orpheus N-'idlanden He casts he?r political horoscope:
her courage, sincerity, good looks and publicity as the Geneva
heroine, will enable her to get elected to the Parliament. Her
political ignorance, in his view, is no handicap, because the party-
machine will see her through.
Sir Orpheus, said to be modelled after either Edward Grey, or
Sir Austen Chamberlain, provides an interesting parallel to Begonia
Brown. His political philosophy is the same as hers, and negative.
1.   Geneva, p. 1305, 2,d.
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